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Another environmental first for AfriSam

Afr-Sam has extended its CO, measuremant CARBON FOOTPRINT such as the Institute for Quarmying and tha

to all of its ready-mixed concrete and
aggregate operations. This follows on the
Industry-first CO, maiing system, Implemented
by AlriSam, which indicates the carbon foatprin
of aach of its cament products relative 1o the
W average
“Wa believe that it was not only a natural
progression from measuring CO. in cement, bt it was a8
moral obligation 100, We do not consider oursehves exclusie
owners of the methododogy, and are presanting the model

{0 aggregate and sand producers and other industry bodies,
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Cne of the company s eadymix vehicles

An AfiSam aggregale operation,
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Southem African Readymix Association,
encouraging them to come on boanrd
Our consultants are curmently developing
a simple and cost-elfective program

suitabia for smalier compatitons,” explamns
2 Alan Clueft, AfriSam's enmvironmental
manager.

Mor B tha company sitting on its loursds: “We are
constantly improving and refining the system, including other
aspects such as the amount of GO, absomption in different
bisrres in areas that are disturbed by our operations and
subsequently rehabllifated. Thesa, and other considerations,
will enable us to ensure the lowest O, lootprint possible.”

Consultants were commissioned (o develop the: matho-
dology 1o calculate the CO, emissions and repors am now
being returned from all AfiSam's aggregate and rﬂﬂd.;mix
operations; “MNol only B diessl considarad, but all gresnbouss
gas equivalents.” Ciuett points out. “This includes gasses
generated by explosives, sewage, water pumpsng and from
elactricity - aven welding gas and gassas used for cooking
on site, Al costs associated with transporting products ane
as0 factored n.”

AfrSam was the first cement manufacturer in South Afnica
to measure its carbon footprint and is now arguably the first in
the waorld to provide this measurement across all its w::mﬂaa

“AdriSam has had an ‘environment conscience’ sinca well
pefore the 1990s." explains Cluett, “We started maasuring
our CO. emissions in 1980 and that kad 1o our developing
our blended Green Cement products to reduce our carban
loctprint. It was quite a nsk, but customers: bought Into the
visaon and supported us.”

AfnSam’s Green Cement programme hinged on using
waste products from ofher indusines; stich as fiy ash, siag,
limizsiona and éven gilica fume, inatead of clinker. “Tha resull
was thal we reduced the speciic CO, per ton of cement by
7% between 1990 and 2008 ~ 18% below industry average.”
Clustt continues., “The word industrial average for a tonna
of cement is 820 kg of CO,. AiriSam’s Al Purpase and High
Strength cements are substantially betow that,” he says

"Tha CO, rafing system introduced for all our cemant
products In 1999 indicates the carbon footpeint of each
redativa to the world average calculated by the World Business
Councl for Sustainabla Devalopmant. This is printed on every
bag so that consumers can make Informed and responsible
decisons on the products they purchase.” W

More information from Victor Bouguenon on
Tel: +27 011 670 5520 or www.afrisam.com
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