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AfriSam’s range of superior quality cement products is specifi cally designed to meet all 
your building and construction needs. With each of our products made fi t for purpose, 
they deliver enhanced performance and durability to ensure the highest quality output. 
Our unparalleled technical support will provide peace of mind to ensure that you can 
build your reputation on ours. Don’t compromise, choose the best cement for your project. 
Ask for AfriSam.

WHAT GOES INTO IT MATTERS. 
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CHOOSING TILES AND TILE ADHESIVE
TILES

Choosing the right tile
Choosing the right tile is very important for both 
the aesthetic appeal and longevity of your 
tiling installation. The incorrect type of tile for the 
application can be disastrous. Careful consideration 
must be given to the expected performance of 
the tile in terms of traffic requirements, resistance 
to scratching and abrasion, physical strength, and 
porosity, particularly in external or wet applications. 
Similarly, the adhesive and grout system must cater for 
expected movement, vibration, and chemical attack. 
Naturally, the backing substrates must be suitably 
designed and specified to accept a tile finish.

Tiling layouts
The way in which the tiles are installed is key in 
achieving the look that you want in the space.  It 
is recommended that a drawing be provided, 
confirming in which direction the tiles should be 
installed, movement joints, placement of décor tiles, 
mosaics etc within the space etc. 

•  When tiling a floor, it is best to starting at the centre 
mark of the room, placing a row of loose tiles 
along these lines. Cut tiles should be at least half 
a tile wide at the edges of the room after making 
allowance for tile spacers, tile panel movement 
joints and perimeter joints. If the cut tiles are too 
small, move the centre tile so that the middle of 
the tile coincides with the centre mark on the floor. 
Repositioning the tiles will now ensure correct cuts.

•  When tiling a wall, find the lowest point on the floor 
line and mark the wall one tile high from the floor at 
this point. Nail a batten with a straight edge to the 
wall so that the top edge of the batten coincides 
with the mark. Ensure that the batten is horizontal, 
by using a spirit level. Set out a row of tiles across 
the wall over the batten and adjust so that equal 

cuts at least half a tile wide will be made in each 
corner. Mark the batten where the first tile will be 
placed. Remember to leave room for tile spacers. 
Where walls are not plumb (level), these should be 
replastered to ensure a suitable surface for tiling. 

•  Large tiles (600mm and longer) and rectangular 
or plank shaped tiles should be installed with a 
maximum 30% offset to avoid ‘lipping’ of the tiles. 
Given that larger tiles may be slightly bowed, a flat 
level surface is required for installation.  

How many Tiles do you need?
You will need to work out the area to be tiled by 
measuring the space and multiplying the width by 
the length to determine how many square metres of 
tiles you need. Add an extra 10% to that number to 
accommodate for cutting tiles, fitting around doors 
etc and to have some reserve stock at the end of the 
project which you can keep for any future repairs that 
may be needed. If you have chosen a diagonal tile 
layout, add an additional 20% to accommodate the 
additional cutting nd wastage of this type of layout. 
When in doubt, tile suppliers will be able to help you 
to calculate the number of tiles you will need for 
your project. 

Tiles are produced in batches, so it is important to 
make sure you have enough tiles from the same 
batch for your project to ensure consistency of colour 
and size.

Workmanship
Unfortunately, poor workmanship is all too common 
which is why it is so important to choose an 
experienced tiler for your project. Ask for references, 
confirm what the scope of work will include, and get 
a written quote. A failed installation is very costly to 
correct, so finding the right contractor, and paying a 
fair price for that service is the smart choice.
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FLOOR TILING MADE EASY
Follow these easy steps for the perfect floor tiling installation every time.

Determine the centre point of the 
room and mark it. Transfer these 
marks to the corresponding 
skirting boards or walls.

Starting at the centre mark, place 
a row of loose tiles along these 
lines. Cut tiles should be at least 
half a tile wide. If this is the case, 
position straight edges as per 
step 4. Remember to leave room 
for tile spacers, tile panel 
movement joints and perimeter 
joints.

If cut tiles are too small, move the 
centre tile so that the middle of 
the tile coincides with the centre 
mark on the floor. Repositioning 
the tiles will now ensure correct 
cuts.

Mark the new starting point and 
transfer these marks to the 
corresponding skirting boards or 
walls. Position straight edges on 
these marks in both directions.

Start at the centre of the room. 
Use the appropriate TAL 
adhesive, like TAL Goldstar 6, and 
with the straight edge of a floor 
trowel, spread the adhesive onto 
the floor.

In a horizontal direction, notch 
the adhesive with the floor 
trowel or floor applicator. Do not 
spread more adhesive than can 
be tiled onto in approximately 15 
minutes.

Use dry tiles. Butter the back of 
heavily ribbed tiles. Bed the tiles 
firmly into the adhesive using a 
rubber mallet.

Use tile spacers to create 
uniform spacing. Remove before 
grouting. Never butt ceramic 
tiles hard up against each other.

Lift the occasional tile to check 
for full coverage of adhesive on 
the back of the tile. No voids 
should occur underneath the 
tiles.

Tile out from the centre mark to 
the edges, keeping lines straight 
and tile spacing even. Leave cut 
tiles until last.

Measure and cut each tile to fill 
edges leaving room for the tile 
spacers. Butter the back of the 
tile with adhesive, place the cut 
edge towards the wall and bed 
firmly into place using a rubber 
mallet.

Allow the adhesive to dry before 
grouting. Use TAL Wall and Floor 
Grout or TAL Quarry Grout 
available in a variety of colours. 
Work grout well into joints with a 
rubber squeegee.

Remove the excess grout with a 
sponge. Allow the grout to dry 
and then polish with a dry cloth.

Provide movement joints in all 
corners. In large tiled areas keep 
these approximately 5m apart 
internally and 3m apart 
externally. Rake out joints and 
leave ungrouted. Fill with TAL 
Goldstar Sealmaster 1000 
polyurethane joint sealant.

We used TAL Goldstar 6 in this 
project. TAL Goldstar 6 is suitable for 
fixing porcelain, granite, dark 
coloured marble, natural stone, 
ceramic  and clay tiles to walls and 
floors in interior and exterior 
installations. It is high-strength and 
shrinkage compensated. 
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These TAL products are available at all major tile merchants and home improvement retailers nationwide.
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FLOOR TILING MADE EASY
Follow these easy steps for the perfect floor tiling installation every time.

Determine the centre point of the 
room and mark it. Transfer these 
marks to the corresponding 
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a row of loose tiles along these 
lines. Cut tiles should be at least 
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position straight edges as per 
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joints.

If cut tiles are too small, move the 
centre tile so that the middle of 
the tile coincides with the centre 
mark on the floor. Repositioning 
the tiles will now ensure correct 
cuts.

Mark the new starting point and 
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walls. Position straight edges on 
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trowel, spread the adhesive onto 
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trowel or floor applicator. Do not 
spread more adhesive than can 
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minutes.

Use dry tiles. Butter the back of 
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firmly into the adhesive using a 
rubber mallet.
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uniform spacing. Remove before 
grouting. Never butt ceramic 
tiles hard up against each other.

Lift the occasional tile to check 
for full coverage of adhesive on 
the back of the tile. No voids 
should occur underneath the 
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Tile out from the centre mark to 
the edges, keeping lines straight 
and tile spacing even. Leave cut 
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edges leaving room for the tile 
spacers. Butter the back of the 
tile with adhesive, place the cut 
edge towards the wall and bed 
firmly into place using a rubber 
mallet.

Allow the adhesive to dry before 
grouting. Use TAL Wall and Floor 
Grout or TAL Quarry Grout 
available in a variety of colours. 
Work grout well into joints with a 
rubber squeegee.

Remove the excess grout with a 
sponge. Allow the grout to dry 
and then polish with a dry cloth.

Provide movement joints in all 
corners. In large tiled areas keep 
these approximately 5m apart 
internally and 3m apart 
externally. Rake out joints and 
leave ungrouted. Fill with TAL 
Goldstar Sealmaster 1000 
polyurethane joint sealant.

We used TAL Goldstar 6 in this 
project. TAL Goldstar 6 is suitable for 
fixing porcelain, granite, dark 
coloured marble, natural stone, 
ceramic  and clay tiles to walls and 
floors in interior and exterior 
installations. It is high-strength and 
shrinkage compensated. 
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Choosing a tiler
Choosing a tiling contractor needn’t be a minefield 
if you do some research upfront. The following items 
need to be considered:

•  Choose your tile before looking for a tiling 
contractor: The type of tile and layout can 
affect the labour rate. Large-format tiles, or a 
project involving different-sized tiles in a pattern, 
will be more difficult to install and therefore 
more expensive.

•  Finding a reputable tiling contractor: Word of 
mouth is often best. If you know of someone 
who recently tiled their home and was happy 
with their tiling contractor, ask for their contact 
details. You can also ask at your local tiling outlet 
for a a list of tiling contractors who buy regularly 
from them and therefore are likely to have 
considerable experience.

•  Choosing the right tiling contractor for you: Once 
you have some names of experienced tiling 
contractors, you need to see if they are suited to 
your project. Find out how long they have been 
in business, the number of projects they have 
undertaken, the average time it takes to complete 
a project and, perhaps most importantly, their 
availability. Ask the tiling contractor to show you 
pictures of previous installations and references. 
If they are confident in their work, this will not be 
a problem.

•  Request a quote in writing: Now that you have 
found the right tiling contractor, it is important to 
get a signed and detailed quote that explains the 
exact services being supplied before you begin the 
project. Consider:

 o  Who is removing the old tiles or flooring and 
disposing of them?

 o  Is the repair and levelling of the floor 
with a suitable underlayment or levelling 
compound included?

 o Is priming the surface before tiling included?
 o  Who will supply the tiles, primers, adhesives, 

additives, grout and sealants – you or them?
 o  If you’re tiling in a bathroom, waterproofing is 

required so confirm whether this is included.
 o  Other questions to ask are the when the tiling 

contractor will start and finish the project, how 
much will you be requested to pay upfront and 
what guarantee you will have on the work.

•  Check that the correct installation system has been 
quoted on:  For peace of mind check that the tiler 
you have selected is using the correct adhesive 
and grout system, speak to a trained salesperson 
at the tile merchant used by that specific tiler.

Movement joints (soft joints)
The lack of movement joints in a tile panel, or poorly 
constructed joints is a major cause of tile failure.  
Movement joints should be at least 5mm wide and 
extend through the adhesive and tile layers. These 
joints must be filled with a suitable flexible filler to allow 
for movement and thereby prevent tile damage. 

Movement joints should be located in both directions 
at maximum 3 metre centres for exterior applications, 
and maximum 5 metre centres for interior 
applications. Movement joints should also be located 
around the perimeter of all floors, including interfaces 
between floor tiling and aluminium shopfronts, all 
vertical and internal corners / interfaces, against 
obstructions fixed to the structural background and 
over all discontinuities in building materials, e.g. at 
interfaces of concrete and brickwork. In addition, 
movement joints should be located around any 
fixtures protruding through the tiled surface such as 
columns or stairs. 

With regards to structural joints, the full width of the 
structural joints must be respected and extended 
through the adhesive and tile layers to the surface.

Showers and bathrooms
When fixing tiles in wet areas such as in showers, 
bathrooms and kitchen splashbacks it is essential to 
apply a suitable waterproofing compound. Ideally, 
make use of a waterproofing compound which 
is compatible with cementitious tiles adhesives, 
and which can be tiled onto directly without 
additional priming. 
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You will need:
safety equipment, a broom for 

cleaning, a drill with paddle mixer, 
approximately 2L of water, 

a block brush and 5kg 
TAL SUREPROOF SHOWER

Ensure the moisture content of 
the shower surface area is less 

than 8%

Fill any holes or surface defects 
with a suitable quick-setting 

repair compound

Ensure the surface is integrally 
sound, clean and free from any 

contamination, such as dust, dirt, 
waxes, bituminous compounds 
and organic or fungal growth

3 4

You do not need to prime a 
rendered or screeded surface that 

is clean, dry and free from 
contaminants

Prime dry walls and highly 
porous surfaces with a coat of 

neat TAL FLOOR PRIMER
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Dry walls and highly 
porous surfaces

HOW TO WATERPROOF 
YOUR SHOWER

Prime wooden and metal surfaces 
with a TAL KEYCOAT and 

TAL KEYMIX slurry

7 Wooden surfaces

Pour approx. 2L of water into a 
clean bucket

Using a mechanical mixer, 
mix while adding the 

TAL SUREPROOF SHOWER powder
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Apply the first coat to the clean, 
dry surface with a block brush in 

a vertical direction.

Check that the first coat is touch 
dry before applying the second 

coat . (1-2 hours)
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Mix for at least five minutes until 
the liquid has a smooth, lump free, 

paint like consistency.

Let it stand for 3 minutes – 
then stir again

10

11

Apply the second coat in a 
horizontal direction to the first 

coat to ensure complete coverage

Waterproof to a minimum 100mm 
above the shower rose

14 15

Upstairs showers only: Use 
a reinforcing membrane 

(200mm wide) in internal corners, 
interfaces, around tap and rose 

plumbing fittings as well as drains

Allow TAL SUREPROOF SHOWER 
to dry completely for 24-36 hours

16 17

Tile the shower with a quick or 
rapid setting adhesive using TAL 

BOND as a total water 
replacement. Then use TAL 

grout mixed with TAL BOND to 
finish the installation

TAL SUREPROOF SHOWER 
is fully compatible with all TAL tile 

adhesives and grout. 
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IRON WILL. 
SOLID TEAM. 
QUALITY CEMENT.
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You will need:
safety equipment, a broom for 

cleaning, a drill with paddle mixer, 
approximately 2L of water, 

a block brush and 5kg 
TAL SUREPROOF SHOWER

Ensure the moisture content of 
the shower surface area is less 

than 8%

Fill any holes or surface defects 
with a suitable quick-setting 

repair compound

Ensure the surface is integrally 
sound, clean and free from any 

contamination, such as dust, dirt, 
waxes, bituminous compounds 
and organic or fungal growth

3 4

You do not need to prime a 
rendered or screeded surface that 

is clean, dry and free from 
contaminants

Prime dry walls and highly 
porous surfaces with a coat of 

neat TAL FLOOR PRIMER
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porous surfaces

HOW TO WATERPROOF 
YOUR SHOWER

Prime wooden and metal surfaces 
with a TAL KEYCOAT and 

TAL KEYMIX slurry

7 Wooden surfaces

Pour approx. 2L of water into a 
clean bucket

Using a mechanical mixer, 
mix while adding the 

TAL SUREPROOF SHOWER powder

8 9

M
IX

IN
G

Apply the first coat to the clean, 
dry surface with a block brush in 

a vertical direction.

Check that the first coat is touch 
dry before applying the second 

coat . (1-2 hours)
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Mix for at least five minutes until 
the liquid has a smooth, lump free, 

paint like consistency.

Let it stand for 3 minutes – 
then stir again

10
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Apply the second coat in a 
horizontal direction to the first 

coat to ensure complete coverage

Waterproof to a minimum 100mm 
above the shower rose

14 15

Upstairs showers only: Use 
a reinforcing membrane 

(200mm wide) in internal corners, 
interfaces, around tap and rose 

plumbing fittings as well as drains

Allow TAL SUREPROOF SHOWER 
to dry completely for 24-36 hours

16 17

Tile the shower with a quick or 
rapid setting adhesive using TAL 

BOND as a total water 
replacement. Then use TAL 

grout mixed with TAL BOND to 
finish the installation

TAL SUREPROOF SHOWER 
is fully compatible with all TAL tile 

adhesives and grout. 
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TILING ADHESIVES AND GROUT

Tile Adhesives
It is important that the correct adhesive system be 
used for the surface conditions and the tiles being 
used. Different tiles require different types of tile 
adhesive to ensure a good result. It is therefore 
important that the correct adhesive is specified for 
the application and the manufacturer’s instructions 
are followed. 

Ceramic tiles can be installed with a standard setting 
adhesive, which takes 24 hours to cure.

Porcelain and hard body tiles are more dense than 
ceramic tiles, and require a quick or rapid-setting 
adhesive with cure times ranging from 6, 12 or 18 
hours. Porcelain tiles can also be installed with a 
specific Porcelain tile adhesive.

Mosaics and smaller décor tiles can be installed with 
a single-operation tile adhesive which also forms the 
grout. When installing glass mosaics, which are hard 
and brittle, the tile adhesive must be modified with a 
latex additive to help prevent the tiles from cracking 
in the event of building movement.

Light coloured tiles should be installed with a light, 
or white coloured tile adhesive instead of the usual 
grey adhesives.

When tiling outside, upstairs or in wet areas, the tile 
adhesive should be modified with a latex additive 
in order to give the installation flexibility and water 
resistance. This will help prevent the cracking and 
lifting of the tiles. 

Tile Grout
When tiling, many people spend days over the 
choice of tiles: What kind of tile, what shape and 
what colour? Selecting the grout, which fills the space 
between the tiles, is often a mere afterthought but 
grout can add to the overall look of the installation. 
Here are some of the key considerations when 
selecting a grout colour:

•  Consider whether you want the grout to blend in 
with the tiles or contrast with them. A matching 
grout will help create a seamless look, whilst 
contrasting grout creates a chequered look for 
added interest i.e. white grout with black tiles.

•  A smaller grout joint of 2-8mm in width will suit 
colours which blend in with the tile. Wider grout 
joints of 10-25mm are well suited to natural stone 
tiles and a coarse grout should be used for these.

•  Grout lines in high traffic areas are more likely 
to discolour. A dark coloured grout is therefore 
better suited to floor installations. Light coloured 
grout colours are best suited to low traffic areas 
and walls. 
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HOW TO GROUT 
USING TAL GROUT

STEP 1: CLEAN THE GROUT JOINT   STEP 2: PREPARE THE GROUT
Make sure the tiles are clean, dry and the joints are raked 
out and cleaned. Ensure the adhesive beneath the tiles has 
set and cured sufficiently.

Add a full bag of grout to the correct amount of clean, cool 
water, as stipulated on the packaging. If tiling exterior or 
‘wet’ areas, or where some movement is expected, use 
an additive such as TAL Bond or TAL Bond Powder.

TUORG EHT YLPPA :4 PETSTUORG EHT XIM :3 PETS
Using a mechanical mixer, mix well while slowly adding the 
grout to the liquid. Mix well to form a creamy, lump-free 
consistency. Let the mixture stand for 3 minutes, then mix 
again.

Apply the grout with a grout squeegee, 1 square metre at 
a time. Work the grout into the tile joints. Wipe off 
excess grout with the squeegee and allow the grout to 
harden (approx. 2-6 hours).

STEP 5: CLEAN OFF EXCESS GROUT   STEP 6: POLISH GROUT
Clean off excess grout with a DAMP grouting sponge. Grout 
an area and then wipe away the remaining grout as you go. 
Rinse the sponge frequently in clean water and ensure the 
sponge is DAMP not wet.

Allow grout to dry for 24 hours and polish with a clean dry 
cloth. Clean tools before the grout hardens.

Fill tile panel movement joints with TAL Goldstar Sealmaster 
1000 polyurethane flexible joint sealant.

Wait at least 24 hours before subjecting the newly applied 
grout to wet washing or other cleaning
procedures.

3min
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TILING ACCESSORIES

A variety of edging and decorative strips are available in a multitude of different materials like PVC, 
stainless steel, brass and anodized aluminium. These include edge trims, listello strips, protective edgings and 
stair nosing’s.

Trims and edging protect the tile from impact damage on vulnerable corners and give a polished, professional 
finish to a tiling installation. These can be used on both floor and wall tiling applications.

9

TAL FREE TECHNICAL ADVICE CENTRE: 0860 000 TAL (825) • taltech@tal.co.za • www.tal.co.za

Johannesburg: 011 206 9700      Cape Town: 021 386 1810      Durban: 031 579 2263    
Watch this step by step video on our Youtube channel

TAL, TAL SUREPROOF, TAL BOND, TAL KEYCOAT & TAL KEYMIX are registered trademarks of Norcros SA (Pty) Ltd. ©2021. TAL – a division of Norcros SA (Pty) Ltd.

HOW TO GROUT 
USING TAL GROUT

STEP 1: CLEAN THE GROUT JOINT   STEP 2: PREPARE THE GROUT
Make sure the tiles are clean, dry and the joints are raked 
out and cleaned. Ensure the adhesive beneath the tiles has 
set and cured sufficiently.

Add a full bag of grout to the correct amount of clean, cool 
water, as stipulated on the packaging. If tiling exterior or 
‘wet’ areas, or where some movement is expected, use 
an additive such as TAL Bond or TAL Bond Powder.

TUORG EHT YLPPA :4 PETSTUORG EHT XIM :3 PETS
Using a mechanical mixer, mix well while slowly adding the 
grout to the liquid. Mix well to form a creamy, lump-free 
consistency. Let the mixture stand for 3 minutes, then mix 
again.

Apply the grout with a grout squeegee, 1 square metre at 
a time. Work the grout into the tile joints. Wipe off 
excess grout with the squeegee and allow the grout to 
harden (approx. 2-6 hours).

STEP 5: CLEAN OFF EXCESS GROUT   STEP 6: POLISH GROUT
Clean off excess grout with a DAMP grouting sponge. Grout 
an area and then wipe away the remaining grout as you go. 
Rinse the sponge frequently in clean water and ensure the 
sponge is DAMP not wet.

Allow grout to dry for 24 hours and polish with a clean dry 
cloth. Clean tools before the grout hardens.

Fill tile panel movement joints with TAL Goldstar Sealmaster 
1000 polyurethane flexible joint sealant.

Wait at least 24 hours before subjecting the newly applied 
grout to wet washing or other cleaning
procedures.

3min
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WHAT GOES INTO IT MATTERS. 

RUNNING A TIGHT SHIP. 
MEETING TIGHTER DEADLINES. 
QUALITY CONCRETE.

Creating Concrete Possibilities

https://tal.co.za/home/
https://www.afrisam.co.za/


THE SCIENCE 
BEHIND 

BEAUTIFUL
SPACES

THE TAL MULTI-LEVEL SYSTEM FOR TILING SHOWERS

*TAL, *TAL Floor Primer, *TAL Sureproof Membrane,  *TAL Sureproof 2K Waterproofing System, *TAL Mosaicfix, *TAL Goldstar 6, *TAL Wall and Floor Grout and *TAL Bond, are registered trademarks of Norcros SA (Pty) Ltd.
TAL FREE TECHNICAL ADVICE CENTRE: 0860 000 TAL (825) or taltech@tal.co.za • www.tal.co.za 

LEVEL 2

WATERPROOFING
TAL Sureproof Membrane
(used in corners) and
TAL Sureproof 2K
Waterproofing System

2LEVEL 1

PRIMER
TAL Floor Primer

1 ADHESIVE
LEVEL 3

a. Ceramic & Porcelain Tiles
TAL Goldstar 6 + TAL Bond
b. Glass & Porcelain Mosaics
TAL Mosaicfix + TAL Bond

3 GROUT
LEVEL 4

a. Ceramic & Porcelain Tiles
TAL Wall & Floor Grout + TAL Bond
b. Glass & Porcelain Mosaics
TAL Mosaicfix + TAL Bond

4

2

1

3a

4a

2
1

3b
4b

https://tal.co.za/home/

