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AfriSam cement products are the result 
of years of thorough research and 
development undertaken by a dedicated 
team of technicians. Our cement bags are made 
with superior quality paper, strong enough 
to hold 50kg of cement intact when handled 
with reasonable care and consideration. 

To prevent possible breakages of bags 
and deterioration of our products, we have 
put together some useful AfriSam TOP TIPS 
on the handling and storage of cement bags 
— safeguarding their shelf life, saving you money 
and ensuring top quality applications.

For a complete Material Safety Data Sheet (MSDS) 
of AfriSam cement, please visit 
www.afrisam.co.za 



01AVOID DROPPING 
CEMENT BAGS

NEVER
DROP
CEMENT 
BAGS

 TIP
No.

It is very important to never drop cement bags 
from head height or from the back of a transport 
vehicle onto the floor, as this will weaken the 
paper bag substantially and may lead 
to breakages at a later stage. 



02ROLL BAGS 
BEFORE LIFTING TIP

No.

The motion of rolling over cement bags before 
lifting, loosens the consolidated cement within 
the bag and reduces the possibility of the bag 
splitting. Additionally, the underside of the bag 
can then be checked for any damage prior 
to lifting. When removing the last layer of bags 
from the pallet, they should be rolled off 
instead of pulled off, with particular care being 
taken to avoid the sharp corners of the pallet. 

         ROLL BAGS 
    TO AVOID  
DAMAGE



03PREVENT 
INJURIES

INCORRECT 
LIFTING 

OF CEMENT 
BAGS CAN 

CAUSE INJURY  

 TIP
No.

A 50kg bag of cement picked up incorrectly can 
place excessive strain on the spine and could result 
in a serious back injury. Bags should be picked up 
with your hands supporting the underside, 
as carrying bags at their ends will be stressful 
on the arms, shoulders and back and will cause 
the bag to sag and rip. Where possible, it is 
advisable for two or more persons to assist. 



04CORRECT FORKLIFT 
HANDLING

1 X PALLET 
AT A TIME

 TIP
No.

A typical 2,5-ton capacity forklift can only handle 
one pallet of cement at a time, and drivers should 
be well trained in the safe and careful operation 
of the machinery. Pallets should be stored on a flat, 
level surface to ensure they are lifted correctly 
and safely. The forklift tines should be parallel 
with the surface on which the cement is being 
lifted from or lowered onto. Ample access must 
be given for the forklift to be able to manoeuvre 
precisely and without risk to any persons 
in the vicinity. 



05REBAGGING

YOU CAN 
SAVE SPOILED  
CEMENT FROM 
A BROKEN BAG

 TIP
No.

Spoiled cement from a broken bag can be 
rebagged, however only if it has remained 
uncontaminated on a clean, dry surface. If a bag 
is damaged, remove the adjoining bags allowing 
adequate space to retrieve it and ensure the bag 
is carried torn side up. If possible, repair minor 
damage with gummed or pressure-sensitive tape. 
If placing cement into a new bag, seal the final 
bag with string or tape. 



06STORAGE 
ENVIRONMENTS

AVOID MOISTURE 
WHEN STORING

 TIP
No.

It is crucial to store cement in a dry storage 
environment; when cement comes into contact 
with moisture, pre-hydration occurs which may 
result in a loss of strength. Doors and windows 
should be kept closed to eliminate damp air 
draughts and cement should be raised off the 
floor where possible. Ensure it is covered with 
an undamaged, impermeable plastic sheet 
at all times. 



07LAY THE BAGS 
DOWN FLAT

STORE 
CEMENT 
BAGS 
ON THEIR 
BROAD 
FLAT SIDES

 TIP
No.

Cement bags must not be stored on their sides 
or standing upright. It’s very important to lay 
the bags on their broad flat sides when stacking, 
and ensure that they are not walked over 
or tampered with during the storage process. 



08FIRST IN, 
FIRST OUT

PROLONG 
BAG SHELF 
LIFE BY 
ROTATING

 TIP
No.

Cement will begin to deteriorate after 
approximately 3 months. To prolong the shelf 
life and avoid problems with pre-hydrated stock, 
cement should be rotated on a ‘first in, 
first out’ basis.



09BE PALLET-WISE

CORRECT PALLET 
CARE WILL 
PREVENT ANY 
DAMAGE

 TIP
No.

Take care of your AfriSam pallets. Place them 
on an even surface, preferably raised off the floor 
to prevent them warping, snapping or breaking. 
Avoid exposing them to moisture as this will 
result in rotting timber. A refundable deposit 
is charged on superior quality AfriSam pallets, 
and only undamaged and properly maintained 
pallets will be refunded by AfriSam upon 
their safe return. 



10DON’T 
COMPROMISE

CHOOSE SUPERIOR 
QUALITY CEMENT

 TIP
No.

For expert advice contact the AfriSam Centre 
of Product Excellence: 
producttechnicalsupport@za.afrisam.com  
011 758 6000


