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WHAT TO CONSIDER WHEN DECIDING TO USE WOOD FLOORING
1. The location of the room
The location of the room you are planning to cover 
is one of the most important considerations when 
determining the best flooring material to use or 
specify. Not all flooring types are suited for use in 
all locations. This is especially true when a home is 
built on a concrete slab as most homes are in South 
Africa or for rooms that are below ground level. 
For example, basements tend to be damp due to 
ground moisture. Therefore, flooring that is highly 
susceptible to damage from moisture and humidity, 
such as solid hardwood, is not the best choice in this 
room. Here, an engineered wood floor would be the 
better choice.

Other important location questions to 
consider include:
•  Does the room open directly to the outside, 

creating the possibility for tracked-in dirt and 
moisture?

•  Does the room get direct sunlight that could 
potentially fade the flooring?

•  Is the room susceptible to dramatic changes in 
temperature?

•  Does the room visually flow into other rooms within 
the home, or does it stand alone?

2. The function of the room
The room’s use is another big factor. For instance, is 
the flooring for a kitchen, bathroom, or scullery where 
moisture, mould, and the possibility of spills or standing 
water are of concern?

Other important function questions to 
consider include:
• Is slip-resistance important? 
•  Is the flooring for a family room where food and 

drinks will be served and consumed? 
• Will children play in this room? 
• Will pets be allowed in this room? 
• Is this a high-traffic area of the home? 

Make sure your flooring choice is durable enough to 
stand up to your room’s specific use.

3.	 Choose	the	best	value	of	flooring
New wooden flooring is a big investment. It is 
therefore always a good idea to think about not only 

what you are willing to spend, but also the value 
you will derive from installing wooden flooring. For 
example, solid hardwood floors are more expensive 
than laminate floors with a similar wood appearance, 
but most solid wood floors can last a lifetime with 
proper maintenance and never go out of style, which 
may not be true for laminates. 

Other important questions to consider in terms of 
value include:
•  What is the driving force behind your decision to 

use wooden flooring – aesthetics or style, as these 
will always be interlinked to value

•  Are you overhauling an outdated room to give it a 
renewed style that you will enjoy for years? 

•  Are you replacing old, worn-out flooring to quickly 
sell your home? If this is the case, something less 
expensive may be a better option.

•  Are you hoping to increase the resale value of your 
home by using wooden flooring, for example, an 
engineered wood floor will be a better investment 
than laminate. Keeping in mind the expectations 
you have for the flooring will help determine the 
best value for your money.

4. Are you aware of all the costs?
It’s important to investigate any additional costs that 
may be required for installation. 

Has the floor been designed to accommodate solid 
wood flooring? For example, is there an air gap below 
the flooring to accommodate this. Be clear about 
any preferences you may have for the direction 
of patterns or layout of your wooden flooring. For 
solid hardwood installations, discuss how planks with 
extreme colour variations will be used, for example in 
cupboards or under furniture. Some flooring styles will 
require additional material (and costs) to achieve the 
desired pattern or look.

We also recommend you add about 10% extra to your 
square metre (m2) measurements or calculations to 
make sure you have enough material and don’t run 
short while installing your hardwood flooring.

5. Understand the product warranty and 
maintenance instructions
Be sure you understand the product warranty and 
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the specifics of what is covered – and what is not. For 
instance, some flooring manufacturers will not honour 
warranties if issues result after a DIY installation. If the 
manufacturer or distributor is handling the installation, 
find out what the installation warranty covers and if 
any after-sales support is available.

Finally, Understanding the proper maintenance 
instructions is also critical. Find out which cleaning 
products are recommended, and which are 
not – and how the use of improper products may 
impact the product warranty and durability of your 
wooden floor.

WOODEN FLOORING TYPES

1. Hardwood Flooring 
When we talk about hardwood flooring, one normally 
thinks about 20mm thick planks that are 100mm 
wide, as seen in many older homes. Though you 
may find narrower widths or a thinner gauge, this is 
what is considered the classic strip wood floor. Most 
hardwood flooring options today are wider, ranging 
from 120mm to 400mm wide in various thicknesses 
and manufactured from exotic hardwoods, such as 
Brazilian Cherry, American Walnut, Oak, to name 
a few.

The two most common hardwood flooring types 
today are Solid hardwood flooring and engineered 
wood flooring which can be manufactured in widths 
up to 400mm.

•  Solid Hardwood Flooring -Traditional solid 
hardwood floors are comprised of a single piece of 
wood with tongue and groove sides. Most come 
unfinished, but there are many pre-finished 15 to 
20mm solid hardwood floors.

  This type of wood flooring is very sensitive to 
moisture. As a result, the solid planks are typically 
nailed down over a wood type sub-floor and 
not recommended for use directly over a 
concrete slab or below ground level (such as a 
floodable basement).

  What’s great about solid wood floors is that they 
can be refinished and recoated multiple times 
throughout their lifespan — which can be decades 
or longer. 

  Because it’s a natural product, hardwood flooring 
expands and contracts in response to seasonal 
changes in moisture. This making installation 
and the proper allowance for expansion and 
contraction a critical factor.

•  Engineered Hardwood Flooring - Engineered 
wood flooring has become an extremely popular 
hardwood flooring type. Mainly because it can 
be used in many areas of the home where solid 
hardwood is not recommended.

  Engineered flooring consists of a top layer of 
solid wood (the veneer). This ranges in thickness 
depending on the quality of the flooring, but is 
typically between 3-7mm, although thicknesses of 
up to 15mm are available. Underneath the veneer 
are three or more thin sheets (called plies) of wood 
that are all glued together to form a plywood-
like sandwich base laminated together to form a 
single plank. 

  The plies are usually laid in opposite directions 
(called cross-ply construction) to each other during 
the manufacturing process. This “cross-ply” type 
of construction creates a hardwood floor that is 
dimensionally stable and not affected by changes 
in moisture and temperature variations like 
traditional 20mm solid wood floors. The advantage 
of cross-ply construction is that the wood plies 
counteract each other, thus prohibiting the plank 
from expanding or shrinking.

  Another advantage is versatility, engineered 
hardwood floors can be installed practically 
anywhere, including over wood sub-floors, 
concrete slabs and in your basement. They can be 
nailed down, stapled down, glued down — even 
floated over some types of existing flooring.

  The number of times an engineered hardwood 
floor can be sanded and refinished also varies; the 
manufacturers’ recommendations should strictly 
be considered on this. Some may recommend 
sanding no more than three times for thicknesses 
of 15mm. Generally, a professional sanding will 
remove around 0.5mm of the surface layer. 
However, bear in mind that some beautiful 
hardwood floors won’t ever have been sanded 
and that the dents and scratches add to 
their character.

  And remember - You get what you pay for… The 
cheapest floors tend to have a very thin top layer – 
as thin as 0.6mm – a minimal number of veneers in 
the core and fewer finishing layers.

•  The general rule is, the more layers the plank is 
made up of, the better.

•  At the lower end of the market, planks have a 
three-ply construction, are around 7mm thick in 
total, have a 1-2mm top wear layer, and around 
five finish coats.
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•  Next best is a five-ply plank, with a 3mm top layer, 
around seven finish coats, and a total thickness of 
approximately 13mm.

•  The best quality floors are made of up to nine 
plies, have a 7mm plus top layer, have around 
nine finish coats and are a total thickness of 
approximately 20mm.

Lengths are random and generally range from 
600mm to 1200mm in length and can even go up to 
around 2400mm.

Because engineered wood floors are comprised of 
several layers of wood, the finish of the top layer can 
be a completely different wood species than the 
lower layers. You can find engineered wood floors in 
many different types of exotic hardwoods.

Hardwood	flooring	styles
One little decision can often lead to so many 
more. The same is true once you’ve decided 
on a hardwood floor. Will yours be pre-finished 
or unfinished? Which wood will you choose —
Brazilian Cherry, Rustic Greymist,  Antique Oak or 
maybe Driftwood.

Do you want light or dark? How wide? What type 
of edge? And how about a nice matt finish to top it 
off? The best way to determine the answers to these 
questions is to simply evaluate your home and your 
lifestyle — and educate yourself on all the options.
  
Pre-finished hardwood floors come ready to be 
installed. The hardwood boards have been sanded, 
stained and finished at the manufacturing plant, 
which often means a harder and better-protected 
surface with multiple coats of protectant.

Pre-finished floors offer more choices of wood and 
can save hours of labour and clean-up. But unfinished 
wood floors offer you the ability to truly customize your 
floor. You select the wood species. It’s then sanded 
and stained right in your home. With unfinished floors, 
you also have the opportunity to level the surface of 
the entire floor after it has been installed.

Pre-finished floors often come with an extended 
factory finish warranty. Unfinished floors do not.

Patterns
Herringbone and Parquet Patterns planks are 
available to mimic the traditional parquet flooring 
as found in many older homes and are available in 
various patterns - see below for some examples 

Colour	and	finish
Once you’ve chosen your species of hardwood, it’s 
time to select your colour and finish. When choosing a 
colour, consider coordinating or contrasting with your 
furniture and cabinetry. Darker woods feel a bit more 
formal, lighter natural colours feel more casual.

When it comes to finish, lower gloss levels are best 
suited for active rooms because matt finishes help 
minimize the appearance of scratches and dirt. High 
gloss like piano finishes may be best for a more formal 
room but still impractical.

The era of having to scrub and wax your hardwood 
floors is gone - Manufacturers of pre-finished wood 
floors have developed sophisticated techniques 
to apply durable urethane-based finishes at the 
factory. By using ultraviolet lights, factories can apply 
several coats of urethane within minutes. As a result, 
pre-finished hardwood floors have become more 
affordable and easier to maintain. 

Pre-Finished
Pre-finished hardwood floors come already 
sanded, screened and stained from highly efficient 
manufacturing plants. Multiple coats of urethane are 
sprayed on the hardwood boards, which are then 
UV dried to create a lasting finish. (UV drying isn’t 
something that can be done at home.) 

Finish in Place 
The term “finish in place” refers to having unfinished 
hardwood installed, sanded, stained, and then 
finished with 2-3 coats of urethane on site. Unfinished 
hardwood floors are often chosen because you need 
to match an existing floor or colour, and sometimes 
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floor levels also need to be adjusted and unfinished 
offers a level of customization and uniqueness that 
can’t be found when using pre-finished.

The one big drawback of this option – is the dust and 
mess and the fact that the process will take more 
time. And you may also discover sanding marks, brush 
marks and tiny bubbles after installation is complete. If 
these tiny imperfections become bothersome to you, 
know that finish in place floors can be screened and 
recoated at any time.

The	edge
You can select either a bevelled edge or a square 
edge for your hardwood floors. Today, most 
manufacturers refer to their bevelled edge as an 
“eased edge” because the tapered edge has 
been reduced dramatically from the old-fashioned 
grooved edges.

A bevelled edge floor can be more forgiving 
when installed over irregular subfloors and uneven 
plank heights won’t meet or touch each other —
called “overwood.”

In a nutshell:

Square Edge -Edges of all strips or planks meet 
squarely, creating a uniform smooth surface that 
blends the floor together from board to board. The 
result is a contemporary and formal look.

Bevelled Edge - Strips or planks with a very distinctive 
groove, as seen in an informal or country décor style
 

Eased Edge - Each board is slightly bevelled to 
help hide minor irregularities, including uneven 
plank heights. 

Some	other	things	to	consider	when	installing	a	hard	
wood	floor	
•  Effects of Weather - Wood is a natural product that 

expands and contracts unevenly with changes 

in moisture and temperature. The result can be 
hairline cracks and/or minor variations in height or 
width. If you live in a wet climate, make sure your 
home is well insulated. If you live in a dry climate, 
consider the use of a whole house humidifier to 
minimize the effects of weather.

•  Subfloor - No subfloor is perfectly level. Hollow 
sounds may result when you walk on your subfloor’s 
dips or ridges. These imperfections do not affect 
the integrity or installation of hardwood floors.

•  UV Light - All hardwood floors will fade or change 
shades over time. Exposure to sunlight greatly 
accelerates this process. We recommend window 
treatments, as well as rotating area rugs and 
furniture regularly, to allow floors to age evenly 
from UV exposure.

•  Choosing the Right Floor Protectors - One of the 
biggest wooden flooring maintenance issues is 
scratches, especially those caused by furniture that 
is regularly moved back and forth across flooring, 
such as kitchen chairs and tables. To help reduce 
the likelihood of these types of scratches, there 
are many products available, ranging from simple 
self-adhesive felt pads to rolling casters that can 
be mounted onto furniture legs. Some products 
offer better protection than others, and some work 
better with different furniture and flooring types.

  Regardless of the products you choose, keep 
in mind that no furniture protector is fail-proof. 
Improper installation of the protectors could lead 
to unwanted scuffs and scratches. For example, 
some furniture protectors are designed to be 
nailed into furniture legs. If the protector is made 
of plastic, and you hammer it directly, the plastic 
may crack, leaving sharp edges. With these types 
of products, it may be better to place a piece of 
wood over the cap when hammering, so that the 
hammer is not in direct contact with the plastic. 
Also, when installing a screw-in or nail-in product on 
a wood furniture leg, pre-drilling a hole into the leg 
first may make installation easier, help prevent the 
nail head from pushing out and the wood will be 
less likely to split.

  Even when attached to furniture properly, many 
of the popular felt-adhesive products will wear 
over time and may fall off or rip, especially when 
placed on chairs that get frequent use. If dirt or grit 
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gets trapped in the felt or the adhesive, damage 
to floors can also result. So it’s important to check 
furniture often to ensure that protectors are 
securely in place and free of dirt and debris.

  Remember: New protectors are not expensive – 
but	new	floors	can	be!

2.	 laminated	flooring
Laminate flooring is a multi-layer synthetic flooring 
product fused together using a lamination process. 
This type of flooring can accurately simulate almost 
anything — wood, stone, even photographs or 
scans of anything imaginable — by covering a 
photographic applique layer with a clear protective 
layer. The interior layer is typically composed of 
melamine resin and fibreboard materials.

Laminate floors have grown in popularity since they 
were invented in Sweden in 1977 under the name 
“Pergo”. Because of their durability, hygienic nature 
and ease of installation and maintenance, laminate 
floors have become a low-cost alternative to 
hardwood, stone, and tile.

Glueless laminate (laminate planks locked together 
without gluing the tongue and grooves together) was 
invented in 1996, also in Sweden. However, a system 
for holding flooring panels together was developed 
by a competing Belgian company and released a 
year later.

Laminate flooring is typically packaged in a number 
of tongue and groove planks that can be clicked into 
one another. Occasionally, a pad is pre-attached 
to the backside of the planks to provide a faster 
installation then installing a pad separately and offers 
improved moisture and sound reduction properties.

It is vital to keep laminates clean. Dirt and other 
particles may scratch the surface in high traffic areas. 
It’s also important to keep them dry, as sitting water 
can warp or swell, though some brands come with 
water resistant coatings. Adhesive pads on the feet of 
furniture are also a good idea.

Beware of inferior laminate products, which can 
look less than convincing in their emulation of wood 
and become separated (creating gaps between 
the planks).

It is also important to consider that laminate flooring 
is often made with formaldehyde and as such, air 
quality could be a concern due to the releases 

of volatile organic compounds. Some floors use a 
chemical process to reduce and neutralize such 
emissions.

Selecting	a	laminate	floor
Laminate floors can emulate almost any surface, 
making them a high demand, low-cost option to the 
real things. Laminate floors are easy to install, easy 
to maintain and offer terrific resistance to stains and 
wear. But how do you choose which one is right for 
you?

What’s your style?
There is no limit to the colours, textures, and finishes 
of laminate floors. The look and feel of rare exotic 
hardwoods or rich stones can be achieved thanks to 
a highly detailed photographic process.

How will you install it?
Installing a new laminate floor is fast, easy; laminate is 
typically floated over a level subfloor. No nails, staples, 
glue, or tape are required. You simply leave a gap of 
at least 5mm around the perimeter of the room and 
click your laminate together. It locks fast and tight 
with almost no gaps between the pieces.

Of course, the most important component of laminate 
is the underlayment. Like a carpet cushion, this is the 
soft subfloor that acts as a moisture barrier, absorbs 
sound and keeps the floating floor in place.

Laminate’s Construction
There are many laminate flooring products on the 
market today that are of a high quality, however in 
the same breath there are some products on the 
market that are just simply sub-standard. To determine 
a high-quality laminate, it first helps to understand 
how a typical laminate plank is constructed. Most 
products are comprised of 4 basic layers:

•  Bottom backing layer – Also known as the 
balancing layer or stabilizing layer, this layer’s main 
function is to create a stable and level support for 
the plank.

•  Core layer – Comprised of a high-density 
fibreboard, this layer generally contains a 
melamine resin for durability and water resistance.

•  Image layer – This thin (often paper) layer is printed 
or embossed with a digitally enhanced image of 
a specific wood grain or finish, replicating the look 
and feel of the natural surface.

•  Top wear layer – This layer provides laminate’s 
superior protection against stains, fading, 
scratches, and scuffs. 
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These layers are combined under an incredibly high-
pressure heat process that results in a resilient sheet, 
which is then milled into planks – often with added 
click-and-lock systems.

In comparing laminate flooring, following are a few 
things to consider.

High-Pressure Laminate vs. Direct-Pressure Laminate
When shopping for laminate flooring, you may 
come across the terms DPL or HPL. This refers to the 
type of pressure construction used to produce the 
laminate planks.

Direct-pressure laminate (DPL) generally uses 300 
to 500 PSI of pressure, which allows for more flexible 
melamine to be pressed into each sheet. Most 
manufacturers use a direct-pressure laminate process, 

as its flexibility helps in the creation of more realistic-
looking patterns.

High-pressure laminate (HPL) floors are made using 
more than 1,300 PSI, resulting in a thicker decorative 
layer. HPL construction offers superior impact and 
heat resistance, as well as better sound reduction, 
and overall stability. This maximum durability makes 
HPL most suitable for commercial use.

Overall Plank Thickness
Laminate flooring is typically available in planks 
that range from 7mm to 12 mm in thicknesses. 
While thickness doesn’t necessarily determine dent 
resistance, a thicker laminate will help prevent 
bends in the floor that can occur if the subfloor is not 
completely level. Thicker laminate products can also 
help reduce noise.

9

10
11

54
5/
H
TO

B

WHAT GOES INTO IT MATTERS. 

IRON WILL. 
SOLID TEAM. 
QUALITY CEMENT.

Creating Concrete Possibilities

https://www.afrisam.co.za/

